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AMENDED CLAIMS 



1. (currently amended) A stand adapted to stand on a supporting surface, 
comprising: 

a holding frame adapted to support an article therecn; and a 
plurality of spaced apart leg units, each of which includes an upper 
leg and a lower leg, said upper leg extending downwardly from said 
holding frame and having an upper end connected securely to said 
holding frame and a lower end opposite to said upper end , s aid upper 
legs of said leg units cooperatively defining a storage space below 
said holding frame, said lower leg having opposite upper and lower 
ends, said upper end of said lower leg being pivoted to said upper leg 
at a position adjacent to said lower end of said upper leg so as to be 
rotatable relative to said upper leg between a folded position, in which 
said lower legs of said leg units are disposed in said storage space 
and in which said lower ends of said upper legs are adapted to be 
seated on the supporting surface, and an extended positior, in which 
said lower ends of said lower legs are disposed at an elevation below 
said lower ends of said upper legs and in which said lownr ends of 
said lower legs are adapted to be seated on the supporting surface; 
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wherein said upper lea of each of said l ea units ha=s a Pivot 
portion that protrudes laterally therefrom into sa id storage soace. that 
is disposed adjacent to said lower end o f said upper lea, aid that is 
parallel to said holdino frame, a n upper abutting portion that extends 
downwardly and that i s analed away from said pivot portion toward 
said lower end of said upper le a, said lower leg of each o : said leg 
units having a lower abutting portion adjacent to said upper end of 
said lower lea, each of said leg units further including a pivot shaft 
extending transversely through said pivo t portion of a respective one 
of said upper legs and said upper end of a respective ore of said 
lower legs to permit turning of said lower legs about said pivot shafts 
between said folded and extended position s, said lowei abutting 
portions of said lower legs respectively abutting against said upper 
abutting portions of said upper legs when s aid lower legs are 
disposed in said extended position; 

wherein each of said u p per lea of each of said leg unit s include_s_ 
first and second parts and a third part s andwiched betweer said first 
and second parts, each of said first, second an d third pals having 
opposite upper and lower ends, said upper ends of said first and 
second parts cooperatively defining said upper end of said jpper leg, 
said lower ends of said first, second and third parts coc peratively 
defining said lower end of said upper leg , said upper end of said third 
part defining said Pivot portion of said upper leg, said lower leg of 
each of said leg units including first and second parts, each of which 
has opposite upper and lower ends, said upper pnris of said first and 
second parts of said lower leg cooperatively def ining said upper end 
of said lower leg, said lower ends of said first and second parts of 
said lower leg cooperatively defining said lower end of said lower leg. 
said Pivot portion of said upper leg of each of said leg units being 

2 
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sandwiched between said upper ends of said first and second parts of 
the respective one of said lower leas of said lea units . 

2. (cancelled) 

3. (original) The stand as defined In Claim 1, further comprising a 
reinforcing frame disposed below said holding frame and connected 
securely to said pivot portions of said upper legs so as to enhance 
rigidity and stability of said upper legs. 

4. (original) The stand as defined in Claim 1, wherein said holding 
frame is annular in shape and has a rectangular cross-section. 

5. (cancelled) 

6. (currently amended) The stand as defined in C l aim 5 Claim 1 , 
wherein said holding frame is annular in shape, has a rectangular 
cross-section, and includes an annular inner face, an annular outer 
face opposite to said annular inner face and an annular bottom face 
interconnecting said inner and outer faces, each of said leg units 
further including an L-shaped mounting bracket having a horizontal 
portion that interconnects said upper ends of said first and second 
parts of a respective one of said upper legs of said leg units and said 
annular bottom face of said annular holding frame, and w vertical 
portion that extends upward from said horizontal portion arid that is 
secured to said annular inner face of said annular holding frame. 



PAGE 5/5 * RCVD AT 9/9/2004 4:47:16 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:312 427 6663 * DURATION (mm-ss):0142 



